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OUTSIDERS #28: 

The Manhunters have destroyed the Out- 
siders—what could possibly happen next? Find 
ой in this series’ final issue! By Mike W. Bor, 
Erik Larsen and Bill Wray. 


VIGILANTE # 

The most dromatic moment in Adri 
Chase's Ме occurs in this pulse-pounding final 
issue. By Рой Kupperberg, Steve Erwin and Jack 
Torrance. 


GREEN ARROW #1: 

Hot on the heels of the acaimed Prestige 
mini-series, this New Format series debuts! Ву 
Mike Grell, Ed Honnigan and Dick Giordano. 


FOREVER PEOPLE #1: 

They haven't been seen for years, but the 
menace of the Dark fores them out of hiding! 
First of a six-part mini-series by J.M. DeMatteis, 
Poris Суз and Karl Кезі. 


HELLBLAZER #2: 

Constantine is forced to choose between 
soving a friend or sopping о deodly spirit! By 
Jamie Delono ond John Ridgway. 


YOUNG ALL-STARS #4 

The Young All-Stars battle Baron 
Blitzkrieg and Green Lantern goes on triol. By 
Roy ond Dann Thomas, Brian Murray and Mal- 
colm Jones, 


LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES 44 

The Legionnaires discover that по one 
escapes the Manhunters! By Paul Levitz, Greg 
LoRocque and Mike DeCarlo. 


SWAMP THING #69: 

Swamp Thing reludanlly turns to John 
Constantine to resolve his conflict. By Rick Veitch 
and Alfredo Ако. 


INFINITY, INC #47: 

The Manhunters may be defeated, but ће 
Harlequin is out for revenge! By Roy and Dann 
Thomas, Vince Argondezzi and Tony DeZunigo. 


NEW TEEN TITANS #40: 

Donny Chase's first adventure os о Titan 
ав Godiva returns. By Mary Wolfman, Michael 
Collins and Romeo Tanghal 


SHADOW #7: 

The Shadow goes to Washington, D.C, to 
prevent an eight-year-old boy from assasinating 
the President! By Andrew Helfer, Marshall Rogers 
ond Kyle Boker. 


PEACEMAKER #2: 

All-out adion cs а terrorist organization 
closes in on ће Peacemaker. By Paul Kupperberg, 
Tod Smith and Pablo Marcos. 


SPECTRE #11: 

А haunted house party with Deadman, 
Phantom Stranger, Dr. Fate, Enchantress and о 
few uninvited guests! By Doug Moench and Gray 
‘Morrow. 


QUESTION #13: 

Meet the Spartans—an elite group of 
soldiers who ore killing their fellow soldiers. By 
Demy O'Neil, Denys Cowon and Rick Magyar. 


WASTELAND #3: 

Experience this lest walk through the 
nether regions of your soul. By John Ostrander, 
Del Cose, Bruce Patterson, David Lloyd, Donald 
Simpson and William Messner-Loebs. 
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“To be or not to be... that is the Question" 

АЙ right, so 1 needed a classy opening to 
trick you into reading this, which is going to 
turn out to be a lot of reminiscing about 
what | was doing twenty years ago today. 
Everybody else seems to be looking back, 
pondering where they came from. Why 
shouldn't | do the same? 

As for me, | was working on The Question. 

You doubtless already know that The 
Question was in the Charlton stable of char- 
acters way back when. This is going back to 
around 1967 or '68. As an editor there, the 
big thing | had going for me was an almost 
totally free hand in publishing whatever 
comics | wanted to publish. 

That freedom was coupled with my own 
conviction that in order to get anywhere 
with Charlton's books I would have to be 
daring. The other companies were using 
formula stories that | would never use, or ifl 
could use them they wouldn't feel right for 
me. We'd done a lot of things different at 
Charlton; in fact, nearly everything in our 
approach was different. | mentioned our 
competitors by name, for example. While 
the other companies were throwing rocks 
at each other, calling each other "Brand 
Ecch" and things like that, I talked about DC 
and Marvel as wonderful places to work, 
which they were and still are. | called our 
characters “action heroes” as opposed to 
“super heroes” to set them apart. Їп our 
house ads, we would say things like, “Buy 
The Question—We need the money” In the 
face of a lot of hype coming from both 
companies, tried to be honest about what 
I was doing and why. It made us seem dif- 
ferent right off the bat. 

The Question was different, too. Steve 
Ditko created him, and looking back, the 
strip seemed a prototypical version of his 
Mr. A, pretty hard-edged stuff. While The 
Question was never quite as hard-edged, 
ме still managed to shake things up a great 
deal with the character. In one issue, we 
showed The Question letting a group of 
thugs drown. He didn't cause it. He just 
didn't do anything to prevent it, just walked 
away from it. In those days, comic book 
heroes didn't do that. We got a lot of mail on 
it, probably more than I'd ever received on 
anything else. 

My instincts toward the characters suc- 
cess were proven right. Blue Beetle and 
The Question were our top two books at 
Chariton. 

We'd put forth an anti-hero of sorts, in an 
age when anti-heroes held the stage. The 
Question was different—that word again— 
from anything else both philosophically 
and physically. That was something else 
that had always appealed to me. The Ques- 
tion had no face. Somehow, the character 
also fit my personal view of heroic fantasy. 
l often had trouble with costumed charac- 
ters. Batman's costume served a purpose— 
it was there to strike fear in the hearts 
of evildoers. But if a hero didn't need a 
costume, why should he wear one? The 
Question filled a desire I had to publish a 
character who had his adventures in street 
clothes. Sort of like the Lone Ranger: a 
mask, but otherwise not a lot to separate 
him from you and me. It's more real to me 
somehow. 

That's what I like about the new incarna- 
tion of The Question. Denny O'Neil's scripts 
are as gritty and realistic and frightening 
for their time as the original was for its 
time. Denny deals with a lot of tough— 
ahem—questions head-on. The violence is 
also depicted realistically, not choreo- 
graphed. This greater realism, for my 
money, engages your emotions in a much 
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stronger way. 15 not hero meets villain in a 
fantasy setting where dollops of surrealism 
get in the way of tapping your sympathies. 

I think Denny's done a magnificent job of 
character development on The Question. 1 
also think you're better served by hearing 
Denny talk about it. So 1 asked him a little 
about his approach. 

“A lot of it is not too obvious,” he says. 
The Question is one of the few heroes in 
comics who's not driven by vengeance, or 
by some abstract notion of justice. His en- 
gine is curiosity, with a psychological basis. 

“Vic Sage starts off as a disagreeable man 
with a lot of anger and violence in him. Не 
subscribes to the tough-guy ethic. Тт the 
baddest cat in the valley, but I'm using 
my toughness for the purposes of good: 
That works until you find someone who's 
tougher. But Sage is a tough guy with aspi- 
rations. He works on bettering himself, 
changing himself. Hes aware of his faults. 
Not free of them necessarily, but he's work- 
ing on it. There's a subtext to the stories: 
how will Sage deal with his problems this 
month. In a lot of ways, The Question will 
react to things differently now than he 
would a year ago. I even changed a line of 
dialogue in the strip just recently because it 
reminded me too much of how the ‘old’ 
Sage would react, as against the more re- 
cent one” 

Denny was with me back in those old 
days at Charlton, and I get a kick out of 
thinking how the brash newcomer of auld 
lang syne has become one of the elder 
statesmen of the business. 

But lest you think THE QUESTION is 
strictly old-timers’ day, let me introduce 
you to one of the hottest talents around: 
Denys Cowan, penciller on THE QUESTION. 

Denys credits Denny with giving him a 
great deal of enthusiasm for the job, which 
in turn steers the strip toward success. “It's 
great working with a talented writer,” he 
tells me. “Denny also gives me ahand in the 
plotting. Before Denny writes a story, he, 
editor Mike Gold, and I will sit over lunch 
and talk over the next four issues or so. We 
throw things around, suggest ideas. The 
story in issue #3, about the school bus; that 
came from one of those plotting sessions. 
The story for issue #15, about the Klan, was 
a plot suggestion from me" 

Denys also approaches drawing THE 
QUESTION differently. “I'm getting away 
from representational art. lm more into 
shapes and form. Its like geometry for me 
now. I don't sit there saying, This ear has to 
look just like an ear, and it has to go right 
here!” Denys also credits Rick Magyar's 
contribution to the book's distinctive look. 
“Rick's one of the most talented inkers cur- 
rently working. Не phenomenal.” 

1 agree. The whole product is’ phe- 
nomenal. A lot of times, I side with the fans 
when it comes to the “revitalization” of 
certain characters. | appreciate their reac- 
tions because, as an old comics fan myself, 
I welcome these revitalizations with mixed 
‘emotions. But here, | truly feel the execu- 
tion is brilliant. The book is better. 

‘Thank you and good afternoon. 
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THE DIAMOND VATICAN RISES UP FROM THE 
DUST 2 ^ Е СА Оду 
PHOENIX SOARING FROM 7 
ITS DEATH -- A CRYSTAL MENT JO 
MEN'S FAITH Iw LIFE ETERNAL, THEIR TRUST 

IN ORDER OVER CHAOS 


NOW, BELOW (05 PRISM TOWERS, THE 
STONE -CLANS GATHER, WAITING FOR 
”ееметаеу THAT THEIR FAITH HAS 
NOT BEEN IN VAIN, THEIR TRUST MAS 





- WHILE INSIDE THE JEWELED WALLS 


TOPAZ , PRINCE OF TURQUOI 
МИГ OF DARKNESS. 
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, {MARINE HAS Y X= 
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CLANS HAVE SUFFERED BY THY 
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WORK, MORDRU -- 
MORE THAN THY РИМ. 

















VERY WELL, THEN-- < "те THE ONLY 
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CONCLUSION POSSIBLE — 
ТНУ CAWCLUSIONS, == 
MY LORDS AND LADIES. 
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M'LORD MOONSTONE, THIS X I AM SORRY, TOPAZ, BUT 
TRIBUNAL WOULD REMMNO THERE 15 NO DISSENTING 
THEE 'TIS 07 THE 240505 / VOTE ^ 





PRINCE WRYNN, OR 
AS THOU CALLS 
THYSELF, THIS COURT FINDS THEE 
MTY, WITHOUT REMORSE, 
TO THE PAIN OF THY DEEDS, ЕУ 
А SON OF CHAOS. 


THY PEATA HAS 
BEEN CALLED FOR-- 
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GO AWAY, AMBER! 
LEAVE ME МЕ! 
FLAY! 
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BUT НЕ 2/4, TOPAZ. HE 
KILLED HIS BROTHER. BUT 
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OUR SON. 




















WE ARE THY WIZARDS, 
M'LADY. ЕА 
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AFTER HER 
MOTHER, T FEAR. 





<= AMIA! THE GREEN WIZARDS 
ARE „#2 5 / LEAVE THE GIRL 
ALQVE, AND THEY NT е 
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ó AND THEY WILL CERZAIMLY DRIVE HER 
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‘TWAS NOT A WEARER 

OF THE AMONO CLOAK 
CHOSEN TO BE HER GARDENER, 
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BROTHER'S ne 
Z CARED ONLY FOR 
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HAST BEEN CLEANSED OF 
THY SINS, FOR THOU WAS 
BRAVE ENOUGH TO AACE 

THYSELF, AND Z -- 
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I LOVE HER, ~. 
UNCLE. AND I 
DARE NOT 
TELL HER. 











SHE CANNOT 
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o NEPHEW. 
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BUT M'LADY, THY PEOPLE | MESSENGERS HAVE BEEN 
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1 AGREE WITH THEE 
THAT EARTH ISA 
TARNISHED, ILL-MANNERED, 
CHROTIE WORLD, LORD 
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THY SKIN SHALL CRAWL WITH 
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LADY y WHO CALLS МЕ 
TURQUOISE | WHILE THE MOON 
IS STILL FULL? 





GET OUT OF MY CHAMBER! 
AMBER, GET AWAY FROM HER, 
WON! GO BACK TO 55527 
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IM GOING TO EARTH\ YES, AMBER. BUT 
WITH X2, RIGHT, 
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405. z IT MUST BE RESTORED. 
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LAWN BREAKS ON THE G БИК. 
RUBY - TINTED LANCES SEIT THE 
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BODY BUILDER 





Maybe its a truck body. Maybe a cial effort is given to insure that every 


racing car body. But whatever model car or truck is 100% authentic. 

уоште building, you want it to look the Whether its an old model or a 

best. That means putting in a ton of new one. А Classic Muscle Car or any 

care and concentration. And paying of the newest ’87 American High Perfor- 

particular attention to the details. mance Cars, MPC5 got a model kit you 
And when it comes to details, no can wrestle with. 

one out-muscles МРС. Details are So if its a great body you want to 


MPCs strength. You see, at MPC spe- show off, get an МРС Model Kit. 
Just like the real thing. Only smaller. 
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Now you can bring home your favorite smash arcade hits for play on 

the Nintendo Entertainment System”..and bring out excitement, action 
and all the adventure you dare! We've got the thrills, the chills and the 
challenge you and your friends won't want to miss! 










Ë intendo уы 

nferloinmeni System bre enrentainment 

trademarks of Nintendo of СЕЧИ TRY 
America Inc. ® 


TAITO AMERICA CORPORATION 


Taito», Elevator Action? Arkanoid” The Legend of Kage” and Renegade" are trademarks of Tato America Corporation, © 1987 Taito America Corporation. Al rights reserved. 
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For a price they'll 
solve anything... 
if they like you. 





< 7 
Gerry Conway 
José Luis Garcia Lopez 
A deluxe format 
four-issue mini-series 
Starting in November 


Suggested for mature readers 











THE GREATEST 
SUPERMAN? STORIES GIFTS 
EVER TOLD 
$19.95 Hardcover FOR THE 
* The definitive collection of 
Superman stories 
* Chosen by fans, historians and еее, 
professionals, this collection will 


delight for years! ASON 
* Introduction and cover by John Byrne 


* Stories by Siegel and Shuster, 
Wayne Boring, Jack Kirby, 
Alan Moore and others. 


THE MAN 
OF STEEL” 
$12.95 Trade Paperback 
Deluxe reprint of all six 
issues by John Byrne 
+ Cover by John Byrne 


+ Foreword by 
Ray Bradbury 


ВАТМАМ:® 
SON OF 
THE DEMON 
$8.95 Large-size Trade Paperback 
+ By Mike W. Barr and У 5 г 
Bingha - 
ду > GIVE THEM TO ` 

BLOCKBUSTER hardcover ‘YOURSELF TOO! ` 


(without the introduction) 


+ All-new wraparound cover ; = 
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WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


MUSCLES? In] 
DYNAMIC-TENSION 

starts giving results you can 

feel and your friends will 

notice. Big, useful muscles. & 

Gain weight, if needed, Lose 

“pot belly.” Send name and 

address for 32-page book 一 FREE 
CHARLES ATLAS, Р.0, Вох D, Mad. Sa 
Sta., МС, N.Y. 10159 Dept. 81A 
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ВЕ TALLER) 


‘Amazing! Now you can increase your 
height 2 to 5 inch. in few weeks. No 
risk, healthy method. Newly created 
traction and stretch exercises plus 
other discoveries produce amazing 
results. Both sexes, age to 30. 
Complete method, full instructions 
only $ 10. Money back guarantee 
METODOS BROWN-Suite 1102 


210 Fifth Ave. New York, N.Y. 10010 


50 WARRIORS 
$4.95 
A complete collection о! 50 Plastic figures. 
each contains Vikings, Ninjas, Knights, 
Robin Hood, Romans, СМЕ War Soldiers 
plus warriors from six other eras. Each 


‘add $2.00 for postage and handling. 
Stad's 
239 N. 9th Stri 
Allentown, PA. Tm 


WHY WATCH WHEN YOU CAN PLAY .? 
Finally YOU can practice like the PROS! 
Greatly Improve Your: 
*SHOOTING «PASSING *DRIBBLING 
*REBOUNDING *RUNNING «JUMPING 
«DEFENSE *WINNING ATTITUDE 
Completely illustrated with easy instruc- 
tions for all levels of play. A must for every} 
basketball player. Includes FREE chapter: 
“Tips for attracting girls". Fully guaran- 
teed. Only $5.00 - Send to: NV Sports | 
3 Smith Ave., Old Orchard Beach, ME. 
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АП. NEW COMICS 30% OFF COVER PRICE! 


FOR FREE INFO & ORDER FORM SEND 
NAME & ADDRESS Т0 COMIC COLLECTOR 
1860 DEER HILLS TR. EAGAN, MN. 55122 


HIGH SCHOOL 


The American School has been 
helping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL 
AT HOME in sparetime, by correspon- 
dence for almost DIPLOMA 
I AWARDED |. see И wo can help you. 

1 American School, Dept. 210 
850 East 58th St Chicago, IL 60637 
Phone: 1-800-228-5600 
Name. 


City/State. — 


COMIC GRAB BAGS | 
100 DIF. MARVEL $26.00, 100 DIF. DC- 
$25.00, 100 DIF MIXED PUBS -$21.50, 
VG-MINT. INC. POSTAGE-WHOLESALE 
CAT 91.00 RETAIL САТ. 5100, 
PASSAIC BOOK CTR 
594 MAIN AVE., DEPT. оз 
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055 


ROOM-O-RANG 
The Indoor Boomerang 
AMAZING * SAFE * FUN 
A straight boomerang flies 8-10 feet & 
flutters back defying logic 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
Buy one, get one FREE 
2 for only $5.95 + 1.50 postage. 


Send today 
‘The Goose Company 
P.O. Box 18928 

San Jose, CA 95158 


ГОЛГО 
И 


MOUSE 0° SIATEDOARDS 
53 AMERICA WAY 


Bet када GA era 


250,000 in stock complete Marvel & DC 
| Groups from 1935-1987 Also Т.У. Guigo 
| James Bond, U.N.C.LE. Оос Savage 

| | Maas. Dark Shadows, РАД Anas. 

Monke: 3 


OLDEN STATE COMICS| | 


Send 35€ for comics selling list 
and FREE protective comic bag, 
Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or visit our st 
Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send $1 to: 
ICENTORCOMICS 


122 E. 42 St.» New York, NY 10168, 
Aedivision of Centormedia. 


MI Rights Reserved.The trademarks SPIRAL ZONE and related character marks are owned by and used unde 


3 HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 、 
| P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, QNS., N.Y. 11422 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
Save money on new comics. Buy wholesale at 20- 
55% off cover prices. Why continue to pay retail? 
Send today for free information and catalog 
Westwind Distributors + Р.О. Box 80114 
Las Vegas, NV 89180 
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Chocolate Chip Cookies 
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ON 190 
TO FIND OUT, 
UNSCRAMBLE EACH 

SET OF LETTERS TO FORM 

A WORD THAT DESCRIBES 

STRIPED CHIPS АНОҮ! 


WRITE EACH WORD IN BETCHA 


THE BOXES. NOW ARRANGE 

THE CIRCLED LETTERS BITE A 
TO COMPLETE THE 

LINE “BETCHA |, 


И V V YV V МЕ N 
BITEA ”KG 
ВНАМ255 
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THE FUTURE 
IS HERE 
FOR MILLIONS 
ОЕ AD&D' 
GAME PLAYERS. 


Step into the Forgotten 
Realms. The fantastic new cam- 
paign world where many future 
ADVANCED DUNGEONS & 
DRAGONS®adventures will now 
take place. A beautiful and won- 
drous land, so richly defined, its 
been ten years in the making. 

Its all been laid out in glorious 
detail in the FORGOTTEN REALMS™ 
Boxed Adventure Set. Four sprawling 
full-color maps. Two massive 
96-page booklets: The Players Guide 
to the Realms and the invaluable 
Dungeon Masters Sourcebook. 

On the horizon are many 
sourcebooks, modules. and exciting 
new novels. The first FORGOTTEN 
REALMS novel, Darkwalker. on 
Moonshae, takes you to the mystical 
Celtic Isles. A battle erupts between & 
the old Ffolk and the evil Bloodriders = - 
Over the secrets of the mysterious - я 
Moonshae Islands: 

One small step into, the For- 
gotten Realms. A giant leap into the 


future for AD&D game players. Avail- > E 
able at most toy and hobby stores: ONE 















"AD&D and ADVANCED DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS are 25 “i pastes теу TSA TRE Po рекет меду and the TSR ово are trademarks owned 
by TSR нс ©1987 TSA, inc. Арт Fe: cyyed < ња 





